
 
 

 
 
2011 at Tiritiri Lodge. 
 
The garden’s looking beautiful, peonies are exploding in blossom, the lawns always 
seem to need mowing, and the lettuce, strawberries, and broad beans ripen faster then 
they can be picked, so it must be summer and the end of another year in paradise. 
 
Even in paradise we can’t ignore the wider world around us and the shadows of the 
Christchurch earthquake, the financial turmoil, Chilean volcanoes, and Australian 
floods have touched us all. We have been privileged to host some of those affected 
and their resilience and good humour has been an inspiration. 
 
You, our guests continue to be the best thing about hospitality, like a mystery package 
you arrive with few clues as to your nature, then reveal yourselves in all your 
fascinating diversity and insights from all corners of the globe. This year we had 
guests from as far afield as Afghanistan, Brazil, China, Finland, Turkey and Sakhalin, 
Russia. 
 
April is a special time at Tiritiri; the autumn colours around the Lake, the garden, and 
along the river are spectacular and this year the Festival of Colour was a fabulous 
feast of music, dance and theatre of an extraordinarily  high standard and involved the 
whole village. The festival is a biennial event with the Warbirds over Wanaka Air 
Show taking its place at Easter in 2012. The air show coincides with the RNZ Air 
Force 75 th Anniversary so promises even more fireworks than the brilliant 
predecessors.  
 
Winter was late this year but the snow that did eventually arrive made up for it giving 
consistent skiing through the whole season. The new quad lift at Cardrona means you 
can leave the lodge and be sitting on the chair lift in 35 minutes; which has been great 
for us as we can choose the moment and conditions that suit.   
 



Spring was warm and with above average rainfall and the garden responded with a 
growth spurt that has completed the intentions of the landscape design giving 
enclosure and definition to the outdoor ‘rooms’. 

Tiffany went to Sydney in October to attend the Crave Food Festival and enjoyed 
getting inspiration from great chefs like Alex Attala and Mat Moran! She loved David 
Lebovitz and has been busy working through his wonderful cake recipes-the 
Marjolaine cake was stunning. 

  This festive season is going to be enlivened by having both of newest grandchildren 
(cousins born 2 days apart, now almost 2) here so we’re looking forward to a family 
time as well as sharing our beautiful Wanaka with our guests. 
 
Thank you for visiting us and keeping our lives interesting and enjoyable. 
Wishing you all a peaceful and joyous festive season and may the New Year be 
calmer and more predictable than the one that preceded it. 
 
Stephanie, Denis and Tiffany 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


